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Dear Madam Chair and Members of the Senate Finance Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today in support of SF 2898. 

My name is Amy Reed, and I am the owner of Amy Marie Artistry.  

I am a freelance makeup artist and blessed that this career supports 

myself and my three children.  They say, "Do what you love, and you'll 

never work a day in your life."  That's me.  

Makeup was an unregulated service years ago when I received my 

training.  I received an entire education at Faces Etc. dedicated to 

makeup.   At the time, I had spoken with different cosmetology schools 

inquiring about makeup training.  I received the same response, that 

makeup was only a day or two out of the entire $20,000 program.  I 

knew it didn’t make sense for me to learn to cut and color hair, wax or 

do nails and pedicures.   I never wanted to work in a salon.   

The consumer demand for bridal hair and makeup has kept me 

and thousands of others busy.  While onsite bridal services have 

boomed, the Cosmetology Board wants to stake their claim, by fining 

and shutting down businesses like mine.  They made an example of 

other successful artists to scare us into cosmetology and esthetics 

programs.  This was done by re-interpreting their own rules to 

capitalize on our success and cherry picking the bridal industry as their 

jurisdiction while continuing to exempt from licensing the very same 

hair and makeup services for fashion, film, media and photography.  

Makeup artists have been serving brides in Minnesota for over 40 years 

without any regulation.   This is greed on their part, as they are not 

interested in any of the other facets that I work in.   



I work for many Minnesota companies such as; Polaris, 

Medtronic, Snap Fitness, MyTalk 107.1 and several production and 

photography companies.  I prepare CEOs for corporate internal videos; 

take care of talent for product videos and commercials; and work for 

feature films, senior pictures and runway shows, plus many more.  

Outside of Minnesota, I have worked for Ford, Honda and the Super 

Bowl.  I most recently was contracted by NBC to prep Joe Biden’s hair 

and makeup for a live TV broadcast. The Cosmetology Board does not 

require a license for any of these other services. They are all 

unregulated. I ask why can I do the hair and makeup for the former Vice 

President, but am not able to put lipstick on a bride in the state of 

Minnesota? 

The BCE isn’t interested in any of my other clients outside of 

bridal.  They are not interested in the Clinique counter at Nordstrom’s 

or the Mary Kay lady out selling her product (which are also both still 

exempt).  They want a stake in the 70-billion-dollar wedding industry by 

putting their restrictive regulations on hard working people like me. 

I have built an extensive resume and I did that because of me.  My 

reputation and business is successful without a piece of paper that cost 

$20,000.00 and hundreds of hours of training in things like nails, facials, 

waxing, cuts and color that do not relate to what I do.   

Thousands of artists, mostly woman owned, small businesses, are 

being stripped of wages, entrepreneurship and rights.  A lot of us are 

single mothers who rely on this career to provide for their families.    

The last several weeks have been especially difficult. COVID-19 

has now wiped out all of my income and opportunities to make money. 

Like so many other Minnesotans right now, I am out of work. I fear I will 

lose much-needed income if this bill does not pass. Last year, I worked 

on 29 weddings.  It would be devastating to lose that revenue, 



especially during these difficult times. Please support SF 2898 and help 

protect our jobs and businesses. 

Thank you! 

Amy Reed 

Ostego, MN 


